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STAEDTLER Super HeroesSTAEDTLER NOrIs PeNCIls IN aN 
“ ItalIaN WalkING ACt”

TWO YEARS OR TWO THOUSAND MILES …

Original In a recent issue of our 
STAEDTLER Inspiration maga-
zine, we reported about the 

artist Dominik Hüfner. In his free time 
he is not only a talented illustrator 
(e.g. cartoons), he also runs his own 
website www.giant-leap.de which 
features all his works and details; 
and lately he developed a soft spot 
for FIMO as a creative “building ma-
terial” for designing his cartoon char-
acters.

It was through these FIMO car-
toon characters that Hüfner got in 
contact with STAEDTLER; and now 
we received his “thank-you” in re-
turn:

 “… Unfortunately I failed to 
thank you for the article in your cor-
porate magazine until now. The arti-
cle was well written and nicely com-
posed. I was very happy about it. 
When I saw the old advertising fea-

turing STAEDTLER Captain on your 
Facebook page, I couldn’t resist – as 
a self-admitted superhero friend I 
had to create a new version. I hope 
you will enjoy it, too.”

The STAEDTLER colleagues who 
got a sneak peak of the remake were 

thrilled by the new Captain 
STAEDTLER, Noris Lady and Das FIMO 
… but please decide for yourself … 
we will gladly forward your com-
ments and suggestions to the artist 
…An Italian inspiration submitted 

by our local STAEDTLER col-
leagues in form of charming 

“pens”: a school in Naples had used 
the well-known black and yellow de-
sign of our STAEDTLER Noris pencils 
during a carnival event in February 
2011.

With their creative, eye-catching 
costumes, the 40 students brought 
colourful life to the streets of Naples. 
This event was organized spontane-
ously by the local teachers and stu-
dents – and their choice of costume re-
�ects the great fame and reach of 
STAEDTLER Noris pencils in Italy.

Original

We are the most beautiful pencils!

New edition

STAEDTLER International

Two years ago today, I stepped off 
a plane in Wellington and said to 
myself “Well, I’m back.” It had 

been a while, clearly, and in all hones-
ty, I thought at the time that now, two 
years along, I’d be repeating myself, 
but back on the other side of the 
globe. As it turns out, things have 
gone rather differently.

Parentheses are undependable en-
tities; you open them, and you’re nev-
er quite sure when you will be able to 
close them again. As it is, a few weeks 
into shooting of J. R. R. Tolkiens “Hob-
bit” (note STAEDTLER), it’s already 
been quite a journey, albeit an essen-

tially immobile voyage, from Bag End 
to Wilderland in spirit, though the only 
real traveling is done by pencil. 

According to an authoritative site 
dedicated to all things concerning 
pencils, the lead contained in an aver-
age HB can make 35 miles of line. 
Since April 15th, 2009, nearly 250 pen-
cils have become pencil stubs. Thus, 
taking into consideration that most 
are 2B and 3B, with a handful of 4B 
thrown in, if each pencil could average 
a modest eight miles of line, that 
makes about 2000 miles of graphite 
on paper by now, were it possible to 
unravel all those scribbles and lay 

them out straight. Since shooting has 
started, we often �nd ourselves pa-
tiently loitering with intent in the dark 
corner of a stage, waiting for a brief 
art department meeting. There mo-
ments have all the exterior signs of a 
well-prepared ambush, any momen-
tarily unoccupied director is fair game. 
Naturally, itchy drawing �ngers can’t 

just watch neighbouring thumbs twid-
dle, so we draw penumbrated sketch-
es with whatever light is around. It 
never occurred to me that the relative 
merits of sketchbooks would be 
judged according to their acoustics – 
but while shooting is going on, you 
could hear a pin drop – or a pencil 
scritch-scratching on paper. Turns out 

Moleskine makes the quietest A3 
sketchbooks,” and this pile of 
STAEDTLER pencils Mars Lumograph 
did a marvellous job in drawing the 
Lord of the Rings movie trilogy and are 
now drawing the Hobbit!

STAEDTLER thanks the well-known 
illustrator John Howe for the go-ahead 
to publish his “Story and Pictures”. We 
also thank the ‘Lexikaliker’ Gunther 
Schmidt for making the contact. For 
more information about John Howe, 
we recommend visiting his web site at 
www.john-howe.com .

Inspirations in Arabic

A friend of a STAEDTLER employee 
found this van in faraway Dubai: a mo-
bile STAEDTLER advertisement featur-
ing A·B·S coloured pencils and Arabic 

letters – truely in the spirit of 
‘STAEDTLER products inspire all over 
the world’.

New Year’s greetings on the move

Early this year, STAEDTLER Hong 
Kong launched a “mobile bus advertis-
ing” in Hong Kong’s metropolitan area 

to send its New Year’s greeting to the 
public and to call attention to the 
STAEDTLER karat products.

Drawings  
by Alex Laita

We received two pictures by Alexa 
Laita from Romania. Over the last 
two years, she has created several 
works of art using STAEDTLER prod-
ucts (such as the STAEDTLER stick 
430 and the STAEDTLER triplus gel-
liner gold) . Here are two of her draw-
ings…

… Or the Statistics of Art, Parentheses Parity and Pencil Parings! by Illustrator John Howe

A COlOUrFUl COlleCtION – sOme artIstIC,  
sOme INterestING, sOme Odd …

Fact sheet John Howe:

�s����B�O�R�N���I�N���6�A�N�C�O�U�V�E�R�����#�A�N�A�D�A�����I�N������������

�s����R�A�I�S�E�D���I�N���"�R�I�T�I�S�H���#�O�L�U�M�B�I�A��

�s����S�T�U�D�I�E�D���A�T���T�H�E���%�C�O�L�E���D�E�S���!�R�T�S���$�Ï�C�O�R�A�T�I�F�S����

the University of the Arts in Strasbourg 

�s����L�I�V�E�D���I�N���3�W�I�T�Z�E�R�L�A�N�D���A�S���A���F�R�E�E�L�A�N�C�E��

illustrator 

�s����O�N�E���O�F���H�I�S���E�A�R�L�I�E�S�T���P�U�B�L�I�S�H�E�D���W�O�R�K�S���I�S�� 

“The Lieutenant of the Tower of  

Barad-dûr” 

�s����B�E�S�T���K�N�O�W�N���F�O�R���H�I�S���W�O�R�K�S���B�A�S�E�D���O�N���T�H�E��

world(s) of J. R. R. Tolkien
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WORLD KIDS  
COLOURING DAY

Colouring makes a comeback to 
children’s rooms!

� More on page  12

STAEDTLER  
International

Interesting subjects, activities, 
events and things to know from 
STAEDTLER worldwide.

� More on page  16
 
INSPIRATIONS FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD

About artists who amaze us and 
other great discoveries.

� More on page  21

TOP ISSUES 
News

Join us on a journey through 
time through STAEDTLER’s great 
diversity of products. 

� More on page  2

WOPEX. Technique and tenacity 
The pencil world has been turned 
on its head.

� More on page  6

FIMO adds to its range soft shades 
of FIMO effect and trendy texture 
sheets for fascinating patterns and 
structures.

� More on page  8
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STAEDTLER – 
experience innovation
The name STAEDTLER has always 

been synonymous with innovation 
‘Made in Germany’. We are able to 

look back on a more than 175-year com-
pany history accompanied by innovations 
such as A·B·S, DRY SAFE, PVC-free me-
chanical pencil leads and WOPEX. For 

STAEDTLER, an innovation is always 
something that can also be seen directly 
reflected in user benefits which promise 
perfect writing performance and uninter-
rupted creativity. No one can judge this 
better than those who use our products 
on a daily basis. When it comes to col-

oured pencils, for example, it is children 
who subject them to close scrutiny and 
put them through their paces. These 
‘toughest testers in the world’ recom-
mend A·B·S coloured pencils because 
their high level of break resistance en-
sures longer colouring fun and an unhin-

dered flow of creativity. On the following 
pages, we are going to whisk you away 
on a journey through time and show you 
a whole variety of innovative products 
which you are either certain to have en-
countered at some stage in the past or 
may even use now, every day.

It’s amazing just how practical 
a superficial specialist can be: 
STAEDTLER Lumocolor can be used 
to write on almost any material – 
whether glass, wood, plastic, CDs 
or polystyrene. Make sure you get 
this professional in your team!

Find out more …
www.staedtler.com

A truly
superficial
individual!
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